
Pine-Richland Middle School 
Parental Override for Student Placement:  

Academic Course to Pre-AP Course  

PRMS carefully assesses all students to ensure appropriate academic placement. 
However, some parents choose to override the school’s placement decision. Completion of this form will 
initiate this process. Please keep in mind, Pre-AP courses are the most rigorous courses we offer to our 
students. These demanding courses require faster pacing, in-depth understanding of complex concepts, 
and critical reading, writing, thinking, and analysis. In addition, Pre-AP courses require commitment and 
demand a significant amount time to the course outside of class.  

 
Agreement of Understanding 

 
Please read and initial each statement below:  

______ I understand that the placement of my child in a course, where they do not meet 
required prerequisites, is not recommended by the school and that I choose to override 
this placement decision.  
 
______ I request that my child be placed in the desired course because: 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
______ I understand that if my child is not successful in the desired course, a schedule                
change back to the originally recommended course will be considered based only at the              
start of the second semester.  

Course title recommended by PRMS____________________________________  

Course title recommended by parent/student ____________________________  

Student Name (please print) __________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________  

Parent Signature: _______________________________ Date: _______________  
 

TURN OVER for explanation of Academic vs. Pre-AP Courses  



Academic to Pre-AP 
  

Explanation of Academic American History and Culture 8 The eighth grade American History 
course is based on the academic learning standards put forth by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
It focuses on United States History and Pennsylvania History from 1607 to 1790. During the 
aforementioned period, the students study the historical, political, geographic, social and economic 
events of the United States with special emphasis on how these events impacted the state of 
Pennsylvania. The curricular themes of study are based on the outline of our textbook and aligned 
with specific Pennsylvania Academic Standards.  

Explanation of Pre-AP United States History 8 The eighth grade Pre-AP United States History 
class is designed to foster development of skills and acquisition of knowledge in a rigorous 
environment. Students will be challenged in reading, writing, and higher thinking skills in order to 
prepare them for AP classes in high school and eventually college classes. Students will be asked to 
analyze political cartoons, paintings, and primary and secondary written documents, assess their 
relevance, determine their reliability and importance, and arrive at a conclusion based on an informal 
judgment. Students will answer FRQ and DBQ types of questions in a clear and persuasive essay 
format that will be used to gauge their acquisition of the information and ability to write about it. In 
addition, students will participate in the National History Day competition that is held at the Heinz 
History Center. This competition will require extensive time, effort, and organization from students 
and will be developed throughout the year. The Pre-AP course will cover United States history from 
the discovery of the New World in 1789. Recommendation for placement is based on information 
that includes formative and summative assessments, District test results, State test results, and 
student grades.  

Explanation of Academic English 8 English 8 focuses on both literature and composition. Students 
read and respond to a variety of literature including poetry, essays, short stories, and novels. 
Emphasis is placed on critical reading and shared responses through class discussion. Writing is a 
key aspect of the 8th grade English curriculum. Students write in the areas of poetry, description, 
narration, persuasion and exposition. They also write a research paper as well as give at least one 
oral presentation during the course of the year. Correct grammar usage is stressed daily in writing 
and speaking skill development as well as SAT vocabulary practice.  

Explanation of Pre-AP English 8 The eighth grade Pre-AP English class is designed to foster 
development of skills and acquisition of knowledge in a rigorous environment. Students will be 
challenged in reading, writing, and higher thinking skills in order to prepare them for AP classes in 
high school and eventually college classes. The curriculum places a rigorous focus on analyzing 
literature through discussion and writing skills. Students expand research skills, practice essay 
writing in response to literature, continue to develop creative writing abilities for publication, and 
explore the impact of grammar as applied to writing. This course asks students to think on higher 
cognitive levels, thus making daily connections between reading, writing and life experiences. 
Recommendation for placement is based on information that includes formative and summative 
assessments, District test results, State test results, and student grades.  
 


